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The Playdate 
of the Season

ADVENTURE THEATRE GALA 2008

An evening to delight in, knowing you are part
of the magic that is Adventure Theatre

Friday, October 3, 2008
at Historic Glen Echo Park

7 p.m.
Appe�zers and amusements at Adventure Theatre

8 p.m.
Buffet Dinner in the Bumper Car Pavilion

Guest speaker:
Tony-award-nominated writer Dick Scanlan

Performances by:
Emily Levey, Ma� Pearson, and Margo Seibert

with accompanist Wayne Chadwick



We honor the theatre’s forever friend,
Mary Lou Semans

for 40 years of enthusias�c and faithful service.

For 56 years, Adventure Theatre has been nurturing a love and 
apprecia�on of the theatrical arts among the metropolitan area’s 
youngest audience members. Adventure Theatre has long been 
a leader in providing superior theatre educa�on programs for 

children and teens. Located in historic Glen Echo Park, Adventure 
Theatre is Metropolitan Washington’s original children’s theatre–

founded in 1951, here to stay.

Program

Appe�zers and amusements at Adventure Theatre

Buffet dinner in the Bumper Car Pavilion

Glenn Pearson at the keyboard

Margo Seibert with a musical introduc�on

Guest speaker Dick Scanlan

Presenta�on to Mary Lou Semans

Emily Levey, Ma� Pearson
and accompanist Wayne Chadwick

with songs from Adventure Theatre’s current season

Fund an Item Auc�on 
with auc�oneer Bob Levey

Dessert Buffet



Mary Lou Semans
Mary Lou Semans came to Adventure Theatre forty years ago, a�er 
having been a member of the Junior League Players and, in 1966, serving 
as President of the Children’s Theatre of Washington. She soon became 
President of Adventure Theatre, a posi�on she has held several �mes, and 
was instrumental in acquiring the space in the Old Penny Arcade, which the 
group renovated into Adventure Theatre. She has remained an enthusias�c 
and loyal member of the Theatre, focusing on costume crea�on, board 
membership, educa�on, and all around voluntarism.

The Na�onal Park Service recognized Mary Lou as a Na�onal Park Service 
Volunteer of the Year in 1989, and she received the Spirit of Volunteerism 
Award from the Junior League of the City of Washington.

Other interests include the All Hallows Guild at the Washington Cathedral, 
where she is a current member of the Execu�ve Commi�ee; the Flower 
Mart at the Washington Cathedral where she has served as chairman of 
the yearly event; chairman of the Embassy Tour for the Goodwill Industries, 
chairman of a Showcase House for the American Cancer Society, and former 
board member of the Na�onal Capitol Area Federa�on of Garden Clubs. She 
con�nues her work with the Sumner Garden Club and with The Gardeners 
of the Junior League.

Crea�ng costumes has been a lifelong love and she s�ll enjoys making 
costumes for the educa�onal classes at Adventure Theatre. There has rarely 
been an ac�ng class or musical theatre workshop which didn’t enjoy the 
luxury of being costumed by this master costumiere. 

Dick Scanlan
Tony-award-nominated writer Dick Scanlan has had a long successful 
career with many outstanding credits. His novel Does Freddy Dance was 
published in 1995 to glowing reviews and was reissued in paperback in 
1997.  His short fic�on has been seen in numerous literary and commercial 
magazines, and is included in the inaugural edi�on of Best American Gay 
Fic�on.  He wrote the book and lyrics for Thoroughly Modern Millie, which 
won the Tony and Drama Desk Award for Best Musical in 2002.  Millie ran 
for over two years on Broadway and almost three years on tour, as well as 
in London’s West End, and has since enjoyed hundreds of produc�ons at 
regional, community, college and high school theaters all over the world.  
Scanlan and composer Jeanine Tesori were commissioned by Sony to 



compose the song The Girl in 14G for Kris�n Chenoweth’s debut album, 
Let Yourself Go. Current projects include You May Now Worship Me, a 
performance piece co-wri�en with Sherie Rene Sco� that will be presented 
later this season at Second Stage in New York City; a stage adapta�on of 
Rosie O”Donnell’s memoir, Find Me; and a new version of The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown. A former actor, Scanlan originated the role of Miss Great 
Plains in the hit Off-Broadway musical Pageant and played Peter Cratchit in 
A Christmas Carol at Adventure Theatre. 

Gala Commi�ee
Carol W. Leahy, Chair

Susan Brown Faghani
Phyllis Gerstell
Trish Glowacki

Deborah Lange
Lynne Love

Joan MacCartee

Melanie Mack Williams
Carolyn C. Manos
Joan Ronnenberg
Sue Rubin
Mary Lou Semans
Marilyn Shockey

Senator Brian Frosh and  Marcy Frosh
Judy Frosh, Founder of 

Adventure Theatre
Katey Boerner

Theresa Cameron
Cliff Chiet

Robin Frosh and David Williams
Tony Glowacki
Paule�e Jones
Jane Lang and Paul Sprenger 
Brian and Beth Lemek
Helen Pearson

Honorary Gala Commi�ee
Catherine Legge�, Chair

Where the magic of childhood takes center stage.



Sponsors

Producer -$10,000
Panera Bread, Lemek LLC

WealthEngine 

Playwright - $5,000
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Williams

Director - $2500 
Michael J. Bobbi�, Family and Friends

Linda and John Donovan
Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture

Trish and Tony Glowacki
Carol and Michael Leahy

Lynne Love
Sean P. Murphy

Edwin W. Semans
William M. Sullivan, Jr.

Summer Salt Writer’s Retreat

Contributers

Designer - $1000 
Bannockburn Friends of Adventure Theatre

Sue and Kenneth Rubin
Ka�e Touart and Kinsey Wilson

Choreographer - $500 
Sarah Craven

Laura and John Salisbury
Michael Sandner and Brandon R. McWilliams

Tracy Spicer

In-Kind Contribu�ons
The Gaze�e Newspapers

Guest Services, Inc.
Hya� Regency Bethesda



Staff
Michael J. Bobbi�, Producing Ar�s�c Director

Michael P. Sandner, Managing Director
Stephanie Nealer, Director of Development

Meryl Cullom, Educa�on Director
Ed Tamulevich, Summer Educa�on Director
Lauren Posin, Director of Sales & Marke�ng

Andrew Berry, Technical Director
JR Russ, Produc�on Manager

Junga Kim, Marke�ng & Sales Associate
Danny Tippe�, Administra�ve Manager

Board of Directors
Trish Glowacki, President

Sandra Eskin, 1st Vice President
Peter Carnathan, Treasurer

Carol Leahy, President Emerita

Marco Luzuriaga
Joan MacCartee
Sean P. Murphy

Madeline Peeler
Lee Pushkin

Joan Ronnenberg
Marilyn Shockey
Peter Somerville
William M. Sullivan, Jr.
Tyler Whitmore

Melanie Mack Williams

Awards by the Art Glass Center
Cover design by Tyler Whitmore and Deborah Lange

Program design by Deborah Lange

Volunteers
Brenden McDougal, Wendy Nogales-McDougal, 

Kristen Eggermeir, Steven Mazzola, Michael Baron, 
Colin Grube, and Yamarys Solomon





Relaxation at its 
best.

Pack up the family 
and escape to Hyatt 

Regency Bethesda for 
laughter and lounging 

all year long.

For more information, please call 
301-657-1234 or go online at 

Bethesda.Hyatt.com

Forty years of wonderful memories
Thank you Adventure Theatre,

Mary Lou

The Glen Echo Park Partnership 
for Arts and Culture 

congratulates 
Adventure Theatre 

and Mary Lou Semans

www.glenechopark.org



Congratulations to 

Mary Lou Semans

Creative costumer, fabulous friend, 
devoted decor creator, vivacious volunteer, 

wonderful woman 

With love and admiration, 

Carol and Michael Leahy 



Our mother spent the be�er part of our lives sewing costumes for 
Adventure Theatre produc�ons. Throughout the house lay pelts and felts, 
Styrofoam balls and pipe cleaners, and bu�ons of all shapes and sizes. From 
these, Mom and her trusty Singer created owls and witches, pantaloons 
and hoop skirts, waistcoats and cloaks, and as many gowns, garlands and 
gossamer wings as were needed for forty years of fairy tales and fables.

S�ll, there was �me to sew for school projects and Halloween for any child 
who needed something a li�le bit special. Her grandchildren know that 
Mommom can make their silly, wild and wonderful wishes come true with 
just some trim and a yard and half from a bolt in the basement.

She has altered the fabric of our lives and found the magic within.

Linda Semans Donovan and Ed Semans

Producing Artistic Director 
Michael J. Bobbitt 
and his family wish 
Adventure Theatre success!!!



For over 40 years
through the laughter and the tears

She has always been the glue
Our fantas� c Mary Lou

With gra� tude for your selfl ess 
dedica� on to Adventure Theatre, 

Trish and Tony Glowacki

Congratulations
Michael Bobbitt and Adventure Theatre

From
LaCaLa Productions

The Originators & Producers of
Baba Yaga’s Hansel & Gretel

& Other New Adventures

Laura DeBruce, Laura Hambleton, Catherine Pickar

ldebruce@lacalaproductions.com
lhambleton@lacalaproductions.com

cpickar@lacalaproductions.com



The Picture Book Players salute Mary Lou Semans 
for forty years of adorable, crea� ve costumes!
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Visit PaneraBread.com for a complete listing of our Maryland locations. 

PPPANERAANERAANERA B B BREADREADREAD
is a Proud  Supporter is a Proud  Supporter is a Proud  Supporter 

of the 2008of the 2008of the 2008
Adventure Theatre Gala.Adventure Theatre Gala.Adventure Theatre Gala.




